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Evidence

Question 1

In most criminal proceedings a court may act on the evidence of a single, unconfirmed witness.
Historically, there were two main exceptions to this rule. However, the position has now
changed. Briefly explain the law of corroboration at common law and set out the main
exceptions and current statutory rules in Hong Kong.

(10 Marks)

Question 2

What is circumstantial evidence and how does it differ from direct evidence? Give example of
both.
(10 Marks)

Question 3

Where there is no direct evidence that the defendant committed the offence charged but there is
independent evidence that he committed other ‘similar offences’ then evidence of ‘similar fact’
may be admitted. Discuss.

(10 Marks)

Question 4

In criminal trials in Hong Kong the law of evidence reflects a special risk of mistake inherent
in evidence of visual identification. Discuss, giving examples of circumstances where the law
says that mistakes as to identity might occur.

(10 Marks)

Question 5

Explain the voir dire procedure and the ‘alternative procedure’. Using examples, describe the
circumstances in which a voir dire is used.
(10 Marks)
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